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PRHHACB 

The  Lcgislalivo  Rcseaich  ("omiiiission.  i.s(ahli.slicJ  by  Article  hB  ol  Chapter  120  of 
the  General  Statutes,  is  a  general  purpose  sliiciy  group.  I  he  Commission  is  co-chaired 
hv  the  Speaker  ot  the  House  aiKJ  llie  F'resitlent  Pro  Tempore  of  the  Senate  and  has  five 
additional  members  appointed  Ironi  each  house  ol  the  Geneial  Assembly.  Among  (he 
Commission's  duties  is  thai  ol  making  or  causing  to  be  made,  upon  the  direction  ot  the 
General  Assembly,  "such  studies  ol  and  investigations  into  go\ernmental  agencies  and 
institutions  and  matters  ol  public  policy  as  will  aid  the  General  Assembly  in  performing 
its  duties  in  the  most  elTicient  and  elleclive  manner"  (G.S.   I  20.10.  I  7(  I )). 

At  the  direction  of  the  l*)S7  Geneial  Assembly,  the  Legislative  Research 
Commission  has  undertaken  studies  of  numerous  subjects.  These  studies  were  grouped 
into  bioad  categories  anil  each  member  of  the  Commission  was  given  responsibility  for 
one  category  of  study.  The  Co-chairs  of  the  Legislative  Research  Commission,  under 
the  authority  of  G.S.  120.10.10(b)  atid  (c).  appointed  committees  consisting  of 
members  of  the  General  Assembly  and  the  public  to  conduct  the  studies.  Co-chairs. 
one  trom  each  house  of  the  (ieneral  Assembly,  were  designated  for  each  committee. 

The  study  of  aquaiium  fees  was  autliori/ed  by  C^hapter  IO').l  of  the  1987  Se.ssion 
Luiws  (1988  Session).  That  act  stales  lha(  the  Commission  shall  study  and  report  to  the 
1989  General  Assembly  the  operation  of  Ihe  Ihiee  Noilh  Caiolina  Aquariums,  and 
whether  an  adini.ssion  fee  should  be  charged,  with  the  lees  being  used  to  plan, 
construct,  operate,  and  support  li\e  marine  mammal  pavilions  and  rehabilitation 
facilities  at  these  aquariums.  House  Bill  2h.Sh,  ratified  as  Chapter  109.1.  is  included  in 
Appendix  A.  The  Legislative  Reseaich  Commission  grouped  this  study  in  its  Revenue 
area  under  the  direction  of  Repiesenlatiw  Josephus  Mavrelic.  The  Committee  was 
chaired  by  Senator  Marc  BasniglK   and   Repiesentati\e  Harry  E.    Payne.  Jr.     The  full 


membership  ol  the  Commillee  is  listed  in  Appemlix  B  ol  ihis  report.  A  committee 
notebooi<  containing  the  committee  minutes  and  all  information  presented  to  the 
commillee  is  filed  in  the  Legislali\e  l.ibrarv. 


INIRODUCIION 

The  North  Car«)lina  ;K|uariiinis  olloi  unitiiif  oppoitiinilies  lo  the  people  of  Ihis 
State  and  its  visitors  to  \ie\\  atul  loueh  niaiitie  hie.  The  Stale  opened  me  three 
aquariums  twelve  years  ago  as  marine  resource  centers  for  the  Stale's  coastal 
communities.  Kach  aquarium  dilteis  in  the  resources  and  educational  programs  il  oilers 
depending  on  the  needs  of  the  coast  where  il  is  localed.  Each  aquariimi  tailors  its 
exhihits  to  promote  an  awareness,  understanding,  anil  appreciation  of  the  diverse 
cultural  anil  natural  lesouries  repiesenteil  along  North  ("arolinas  coast. 

Ihe  three  stale  supported  facilities  are  located  al  Fort  Fisher.  Pine  Knoll  Shores, 
and  Roanoke  Island.  i'lie  Office  of  Marine  Affairs,  tmder  the  Department  of 
Administration,  directs  the  operations  of  the  aquariums.  Ihe  Marine  Science  Council 
has  Ihe  legislated  policy  oversight  responsibility  lor  the  aquariums.  It  has  created  local 
ad\i.sory  committees  which  assist  each  aquarium  in  its  efforts  to  establish  projects  and 
programs  and  assure  adecjuale  citi/en  consumer  input  into  those  efforts.  The 
pliilo.sophy  governing  the  aquariums  is  that  Ihey  be  educational  institutions  fully 
inlegraled  in  the  communities  where  they  are  located. 

Chapter  1093  of  the  1QS7  Session  Laws  (I98S  Session)  charged  the  Aquarium 
Fees  Stmly  Committee  lo  study  the  operation  ol  lliese  three  aquariums.  The 
Ctimmitlee  learned  that  the  aquariums  are  inadequately  stalled,  funded,  and 
niainlained.  A  substantial  revenue  increase  to  the  ac|uai"iums  is  imperative,  not  only  lo 
expautl  the  programs  offered  by  ihe  aquariums,  but  also  to  keep  the  present  programs 
spon.soretl  by  the  aquariums  from  diminishing. 


COMMiriKli  PROCKEDINGS 

The  Aquarium  Hecs  Sliidy  ConiniillL-c  iiicl  (wicL-  following  Iho  1988  Session  ot  the 
General  Assembly.  By  nieeling  al  llic  ac|iiariiim  lacililies.  the  Commillce  had  Ihe 
opporliinily  lo  lour  the  huiklings.  talk  to  llic  stall,  and  obseiAv  the  daily  aclivities.  The 
Committee  dedicated  a  large  part  ol  each  program  to  the  public.  It  wanted  to  know 
how  the  people  fell  about  charging  an  admission  lee  to  Ihe  North  Carolina  aquariums. 

Ihe  Committee  Inst  met  on  Seplemhci  29.  1988  at  Ihe  Aquarium  at  Fort  Fisher. 
Dr.  Neal  Ct)noley.  Director  ol  Ihe  Ollice  ol  Marine  Allairs.  spoke  in  great  detail  on  the 
recent  trends  in  regard  lo  visilatioti.  programs,  and  needs  ol  the  three  aquariums. 

Ms.  Jane  Patterson.  Chairperson  ol  the  North  Carolina  Aquarium  Society, 
explained  the  relationship  between  Ihe  private  non  prollt  organization  and  the  state 
supported  aquariums.  Interested  citizens  organized  Ihe  Aquarium  Society  in  1986  to 
support  the  exhibits  and  educational  programs  ol  the  aquariums.  Although  the 
Aquarium  Society  does  not  athocate  an  admission  lee.  it  would  support  a  fee  to  see  the 
aquariums  expand  and  grow. 

Dr.  Michael  Orbach.  Chairperson  of  Ihe  North  Carolina  Marine  Science  Council, 
told  Ihe  Committee  Ihe  Council  believes  the  stale  supported  facilities  should  not  charge 
a  general  admission  fee.  The  Council  would  like  to  see  the  aquariums  grow  so  long  as 
the  expansion  does  not  forfeit  Ihe  educational  purpose  of  the  aquariums. 

In  addition  to  the  people  listed  on  the  agenda  for  this  meeting.  Ms.  Jane  Peterson 
with  Ihe  Cape  Fear  Coast  Con\ention  anil  Visitors  fJureau  atklressed  the  Committee. 
The  agenda  for  this  meeting  ma\  be  IouikI  in  Appendix  C  ol  this  leporl. 

Ihe  Committee  held  its  second  meeting  on  October  18.  1988  at  the  Aquarium  at 
Roanoke  Island.  Secretar)  Janies  S.  Lofton  ol  Ihe  Department  of  Administration 
addressed  the  critical  funding  neetls  of  the  aquariums.     In  addition  to  Ihe  townspeople 
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named  on  the  agenda,  (he  lollowing  people  ga\e  their  opinion  on  the  issue  ol"  ent ranee 
lees: 

1.  Ms.  Molly  Fearing.  Mayor  ot  Manleo.  Norlh  Carolina: 

2.  Mr.  Jiile  Burrns.  nieniher  ol  (he  Manleo  Town  Commission:  and. 

,3.         Mr.  Don  Bryan.  Mayoi  ol  Nags  Head.  Noilh  Carolina  and  Prcsidenl  of  the 
North  Carolina  League  ol  Munieipalilies. 

The  agenda  lor  this  meeting  ma\  be  lounil  in  Appendix  D  of  (his  report. 

Detailed  minutes  of  both  meetings  are  available  in  the  Legislative  Library  of  the 

Legislative  Building. 


MNDINGS  OH  PACT 

rill.'  Ilnvf  Nordi  Carolina  aiiiiaritmis  alliail  over  one  million  visitors  a  year.  They 
have  experienced  an  a\erage  sixteen  percent  increase  in  \isitalion  over  the  past  six 
years.  Over  1.200  school  gioiips  ami  nioie  than  50.000  school  students  visited  the 
aquariums  during  the  1^)87  88  llscal  \ear.  These  llgures  represent  a  thirty-five  percent 
increase  in  school  group  participation  in  aquarium  sponsored  programs. 

I'he  aquariums  oiler  a  variety  of  programs  and  activities  for  the  public.  The 
nature  ol  the  programs  encourage  family  participation  and  develop  environmental 
awareness.  The  activities  sponsored  by  the  aquariums  include  wild  food  weekends, 
nature  hikes  through  salt  marshes,  programs  on  beach  erosion  and  ocean  pollution,  and 
crabbing,  sea  liutles.  and  trolling  programs.  The  public  programs  featured  by  the 
aquariums  have  increased  an  average  oi  forty  percent  a  year.  This  past  fiscal  year,  the 
aquariums  offered  o\er  I  .hOO  programs. 

The  average  aquarium  facility  size  is  .12.000  square  feet  located  on  approximately 
fifteen  acres  of  land.  The  aquariums  operate  .362  days  a  year  and  each  facility  has  ten 
staff  members.  With  the  increased  visitation,  there  is  a  current  ratio  of  one  staff 
member  to  50.000  visitors. 

To  meet  (he  demands  of  the  growing  number  of  visitors  and  programs,  the 
aquariums  must  be  adequately  staffed.  Each  aquarium  needs  an  additional  full-time 
secretary,  maintenance  assistant.  h()usekeeper/grt)undskeeper.  and  exhibit  designer. 
Kach  aquarium  also  needs  a  part  lime  secretary,  housekeeper,  and  educator. 

Ihe  aquarium  facilities  and  equipment  are  in  need  of  .some  necessary  maintenance 
and  repairs.  Ihe  aquariums  sullei  from  laulty  heating  and  cooling  systems  that  need 
repairing  or  replacing.    Many  of  Ihe  pipes,  light  fixtures,  and  ventilation  systems  within 


the  liK-ililics  have  nislcil  lioni  the  salt  air.  I  ho  aquariums  also  arc  in  need  of  a  life 
support  syslcin  lor  Ihc  animals  and  st)mc  rcplatvnicnt  vehicles. 

The  aquarium  at  Roanoke  Island  is  threatened  hy  shoreline  erosion  caused  by  the 
failure  to  repair  the  bulkheads  constructed  in  the  i940"s.  The  siding  at  all  three 
aquariums  is  falling  away  from  the  buildings  and  rotting  around  the  window  sills.  The 
main  entrance  deck  at  the  aquarium  at  Pine  Knoll  Shores  has  been  closed  because 
deterioration  has  nuide  it  a  safety  hazard. 

The  operating  budget  for  all  ihiee  aquariums  in  the  1988-89  fiscal  year  is 
$I.509..^3I.  in  1987.  the  aquarium's  budget  was  expanded  $250,000  for  improved 
stafllng  and  maintenance.  This  amount  equals  one-third  of  the  amount  requested. 
Prioi  to  19X7.  the  aquariums  iiad  not  been  granted  an  expansion  request  in  its 
operating  budget  in  six  years.  It  has  been  six  years  since  any  of  the  aquariums  have 
received  an  appropriation  lor  a  capital  project. 

The  requested  continuation  budgets  (or  the  aquariums  need  to  be  expanded 
,$746.4.14  for  the  1989-90  llscal  year  and  $66.5. .10 1  lor  the  1990-91  fiscal  year  for  the 
aquariums  to  increase  their  stall  sulllciently.  purchase  needed  supplies  and  equipment, 
and  finance  necessary  repairs  and  maintenance.  The  aquariums  also  need  a  one  time 
appropriation  of  $66.1.800  to  complete  some  necessary  capital  projects.  If  the 
aquariums  are  to  grow  and  expand.  $250,000  for  the  1989-90  and  the  1990-91  fiscal 
years  must  be  appropriated  to  them  to  begin  architectuial  site  designs  and  exhibit  plans. 

As  the  aquariums  attract  more  visitors,  the  demand  for  new  and  innovative  displays 
anil  programs  grows.  Cinrently.  this  \kx\\  is  being  met  by  the  North  Carolina 
Acjuarium  Society  which  has  laiseil  inutli  money  and  obtained  se\eral  corporate 
sponsorships  for  aquarium  displays  anil  acli\ilies.  This  necessary  support  cannot  be 
maintained  without  State  recognition  ol  ihe  importance  of  the  North  Carolina 
aquariums  and  a  firm  commitmeni  lo  liieir  future  giowth  and  expansion. 


OPINIONS  ON   I  Hh  CHARGING  OF  HNI  RANCH  FEHS 
AND  I  HF  1  U  rURE  OF  IHt  AQUARIUMS 

The  Cominillee  licvolctl  a  largo  aiiioimi  ol  lime  a(  catii  mceling  to  Ihc  opinions  of 
the  public.  The  Cotnniillee  wanted  lo  know  how  the  local  citizens  felt  ahoul  charging 
an  admission  lee  lo  the  aciiiariunis  and  what  allect  they  thought  an  admission  fee  would 
have  on  the  aquariums  and  Ihe  surrounding  areas.  The  Conimillee  heard  from  mayors, 
county  commissioners,  town  council  niemhers.  business  associations,  local  Chambers  o( 
Commerce,  educators,  and  other  interested  persons. 

bvery  speaker  opposed  Ihe  concept  ol  ailmission  lees  as  Ihe  first  alternative  to  the 
funding  problems  suffered  by  the  aquariums.  Ihe  speakers  expressed  many  reasons  for 
this  opposition. 

First.  Ihe  aquariums  exist  as  a  Slate  educational  resource  and  provide  an  important 
seiAice  to  Ihe  Slate.  Also,  the  areas  where  Ihe  aquariums  are  located  contribute  many 
tax  dollars  lo  liie  Slates  cotleis  Ihiough  their  tourist  induslry.  Ihe  aquariums  are  a 
Stale  responsibility  and  deserve  the  financial  support  of  the  Slate  in  adequately  funding 
Iheii  operations,  maintenance,  and  expansion. 

Second,  an  admission  fee  would  unfairly  discriminate  against  state  citizens  who 
would  not  be  able  lo  lake  lull  advantage  ol  Ihe  seiAices  and  programs  offered  by  the 
aquariums  should  such  a  lee  be  imposed.  Admission  fees  may  prevent  school  students 
and  extracurricular  educational  groups,  such  as  Ihe  Scouts  and  Ihe  4-H  Clubs,  from 
visiting  the  facilities.  Also,  many  local  groups  use  Ihe  buildings  for  meeting  purposes. 
The  imposition  of  a  lee  may  restrict  this  invaluable  local  resource. 

Third,  many  feared  a  lee  would  price  Ihe  aquariums  out  of  the  market  and 
consequently  reduce  \isilalion.  fo  implenieni  a  lee  wilhoul  improving  Ihe  existing 
aquariums  would  be  a  fruitless  venture.     To  compete  successlull\   in  Ihe  entertainment 
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arciiii.  suhsianlial  iinprowiiK'nls  in  iIk-  iimmiIui  ami  iiiialily  dI  cxhihils  would  need  lo  be 
rcali/.cd. 

l-omlli.  some  spcakcis  cinpliasi/e-ii  dial  laiilioii  slKuiid  he  cxcuiscd  when  sludying 
llie  lee  since  charging  a  lee  wonid  eieale  aiklilidrial  expenses,  such  as  lor  tolieciing  and 
administering  il. 

ihe  speakers  also  voiced  Hie  oNciAvhelming  senlimeni  dial  (he  aquariums  should  be 
expanded  and  improved.  As  Ihe  slales  ol  Virginia  and  South  Carolina  begin  to  build 
and  develop  slate  at|iiariums.  ilie  ciunpelilion  aniotig  the  states  lor  tourist  ilollars 
becomes  stronger.  I'o  compete,  the  North  Camliiia  ai|uariums  neeil  lo  haw  optimal 
lacililies.  expanded  programs,  anci  larger  exhibits.  I  he  Marine  Science  Council  and  the 
Roanoke  Island  Cili/ens  Ad\isor\  Cominillee  cautioned  that  such  expansion  must  not 
lose  sight  ol  the  educational  mission  and  philo.sophv  governing  the  aciuariums. 

All  ol  the  speakers  acknowledgeil  thai  lor  Ihe  ac|uariums  to  meet  their  lull 
|>otenlial  and  lo  provide  a  top  quality  educational  ex|Krience  lor  its  visitors,  addiliunal 
funding  is  necessary.  Only  il  the  stale  is  not  willing  to  appropriate  the  nece.s.sary  funds 
lor  impioxements.  maintenance,  and  expansion,  wouki  the  public  entertain  a  nominal 
enl ranee  lee. 

Various  guidelines  were  suggestetl  in  establishing  a  lee.  The  most  common 
guideline  was  that  the  lee  be  nominal  willi  special  consideration  given  to  children  and 
senior  cili/ens.  Many  groups  advocated  thai  school  groups  be  admitted  Iree.  Some 
groups  also  lelt  that  groups  whose  piimaiy  purpose  is  educational,  sucii  as  Scouts  and 
4  H  Clubs,  shouki  be  admitted  Tree. 

Tiie  local  communities  believe  slionglv  thai  any  lees  collected  be  in  addition  to  Ihe 
geneial  lund  appropriation.  Ihey  ilo  nol  wani  lo  see  the  revenues  earned  by  the 
aquariums  placeil  in  the  geiieial  luiul  anil  never  iiseil  lo  beiielit  the  aquariums.     Some 


groups  wanlcd  U>  sec  any  Ices  colleclcd  allocalcil  lo  llic  iiKlivicliuil  aquariums  in  direct 
pioporlioii  lo  (he  amount  ol  Ices  getieialeil  hy  each  at|uarium. 

The  groups  repiescrKcd  al  Ihc  meetings  clirierctl  in  how  lliey  llionghl  the  fees 
should  he  used.  Some  groups  wouki  like  lo  see  larger  ami  more  spectacular  exhibits. 
Others  leared  this  rationale  would  sacrilice  the  educational  mission  of  the  aquariums. 
Some  wished  to  see  (he  revenues  used  to  fund  critical  aquarium  needs  such  as 
operational  expenses  and  hadly  nceiled  capital  inipro\emenls. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

The  Aquarium  Fees  Study  Committee  recommends  to  the  Legislative  Research 
Commission  and  the  1989  Session  ol  llic  General  Assembly  that  additional  funds  be 
appropriated  to  the  North  Carolina  aquariums.  (See  Appendix  E)  The  Committee 
finds  the  amounts  requested  by  the  Dcparlmcnt  of  Administration  for  the  aquariums  are 
reasonable  and  that  the  improved  facilities  these  funds  will  produce  will  allow  the 
aquariums  to  better  ser\e  the  educational  needs  of  the  people  of  this  State. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  total  appropriation  to  the  North  Carolina  aquariums  be 
increased  to  $3,227,307  for  the  fiscal  year  1989  90  and  $2,505,878  for  the  fiscal  year 
1990-91.  These  amounts  will  be  allocated  between  expanding  the  aquariums"  operating 
budget,  funding  some  necessary  capital  improvements,  and  planning  for  the  future  of 
the  North  Carolina  aquariums. 

It  is  recommended  (hat  the  aquariums"  requested  continuation  budget  for  the 
1989-90  fiscal  year  of  $1,567.07.3  be  expanded  $746,434  and  that  the  requested 
continuation  budget  for  the  1990-91  fi.scal  year  of  $1,590,577  be  expanded  $665,301. 
This  money  is  needed  to  hire  four  additional  full  time  staff  positions  for  each  aquarium- 
-a  secretary,  maintenance  assistant,  housekeeper/groundskeeper.  and  an  exhibit 
designer-and  three  additional  part  time  staff  positions  for  each  aquarium -secretarial 
and  housekeeping  support  and  an  educator.  This  money  would  also  be  used  to  cover 
badly  needed  maintenance  and  repairs  and  supplies  and  equipment. 

It  is  recommendetl  tha(  $663,800  be  appropriated  from  the  General  Fund  to  the 
Department  of  Administration,  (he  Marine  Affairs  Division,  for  necessary  capital 
projects  at  the  three  aquariums.  The  money  would  be  used  for  constructing  and  paving 
parking  lots,  replacing  (he  old  siding  on  (he  buildings,  repairing  (he  bulkheads  at  the 
Roanoke  Island,  and  building  energy  enclosures  at  the  aquariums. 


II 


It  is  rccdmmencleil  that  $250,000  he  appropriated  from  the  General  Fund  to  the 
Department  of  Administration,  the  Marine  AHairs  Division,  lor  the  1989-90  and  the 
1990-91  fiscal  years.  This  money  is  needed  to  begin  architectural  site  designs  and 
exhibit  plans  for  the  expansion  of  the  three  aquariums. 
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ArrKNDIX  A 


GHNHRAL  ASShMBl.V   Of"  NORTH  CAROLINA 

10X7  ShSSION 

RAIIhlbD  BILL 


CHAPILR  I0Q3 
HOUSt  BILL  2h.Sh 

AN  ACT  PROVIDINC;  HOR  IHL  LHC.ISLAIIVR  RLSKARCH  COMMISSION  TO 
STUDY  THt  THRLH  NORJH  (^AROLINA  AQUARIUMS  AND  THE  ISSUE  OF 
CHARGING  A  FEE  FOR  ADMISSION  TO  1  HOSE  MUSEUMS.  WITH  THOSE 
FEES  BEING  USED  TO  PLAN.  CONSTRUCT.  OPERA  IE.  AND  SUPPORT  LIVE 
MARINE  MAMMAL  PAVILIONS  AND  REHABILITATION  FACILITIES  AT 
1HOSE  AQUARIUMS. 

The  General  Assemhiy  ol  Norlh  Carolina  enacts: 

Section  I.  The  Legislali\e  Research  Commission  shall  study  anil  report  to 
the  1980  General  Assemhiy  the  opeialion  of  (he  three  Norlh  Carolina  Aquariums,  and 
whether  an  admission  lee  shouki  he  charged,  vvitii  the  fees  being  u.sed  to  plan, 
construct,  operate,  and  support  live  tnarine  mammal  pavilions  and  rehahilitalion 
facilities  at  these  aquariums. 

Sec.  2.     This  act  is  effective  upon  ratification. 
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AIM»KNI)IX  B 


MBMBKRSHIP  OF  l.RC  COMMI  II  KK  ON  AQUARIUM  FEES 


SUBJECT:  AOIIARIUM  KKKS 

Aiilhoiily:  l'>88  Session  Laws.  {"Iiapki    \{)<-)}  (HB  2b5f>  Payne) 

Report  by:  Lcgislnlive  Research  ("oinniission  (Atjnariiim  Fees  Study  Commillee) 

Report  to:  Oeneral  Asseinblv 

Date:  1080  Session 

MKMBKRS 


I'res.  Pro  Tom's  Appniiitmoiits 

Sen.  Marc  Basnight.  Cochairnian 
Post  Orilce  Box   I02.S 
Manieo.  NC  279M 
(919)  47.V.M74 

Sen.  William  H.  Barker 
Post  Ollice  Box   \}}9 
New  Bern.  NC  2X560 
(919)  638-1901 

Sen.  Franklin  L.  Block 
520  Princess  Street 
Wilmington.  NC  28401 
(919)  76.1-.M6.? 


Sen.  George  Daniel 
Post  Odlce  Diawer  D 
Yanceyville.  NC  27.^79 
(919)  b94  4.'?6.^ 

Sen.  William  N.  Martin 
Post  Orilce  Box  21.125 
Greensboro.  NC  27420 
(919)  .17.1!  108 


108 


Speaker's  AppoinCments 

Rep.  Harr\  H.  Pavne.  Jr..  Cochairman 
F'osi  OHice  Box  ri47 
Wilmington.  NC  28402 
(919)  762-5505 

Rep.  David  W.  Biimgardner.  Jr. 
209  Peachtree  Street 
Belmont.  NC  28012 
(704)  825-2266 

Rep.  James  W.  Crawford.  Jr. 
945  J  W.  Andrews  Avenue 
Henderson.  NC  275.16 
(919) 492  0184 

Rep,  R.  Samuel  Hunt.  Ml 
Post  Onice  Box  2440 
Burlington.  NC  27215 
(919)  229-5.151 

Rep.  Wade  F.  Wilmoth 
100.1  Facuilv  Street 
Post  Oillce  Box  268 
Downtown  Station 
Boone.  NC  28607 
(704)  264-2969 


Stalf: 


Clerk: 


Ms.  Cituly  Avielte 
Legislati\e  Sei\ices  Oillce 
(919)  7.1.1  2578 

Ms.  Margiieiile  Pasclial 
(919)  7.1.1  5955  (O) 


LRC  Mombi-r:     Rep.  Joe  Mavrelic 
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AIM'KNDIX  (" 

AQUARIUM  I'KKS  SI  lll)^  (  OMMISSION  AGKNUA 

ScploinluT  l.\.  lOXX 

Noilh  f"ai()liii;i  Ac|iiai"iuiii  at  Koil  Fisher 

9:00  a.m. 

I.  Commillec  Businoss 

A.  Cdiiwning  ol  Coiiiinifkc  Mt'iMing 

B.  Atioplion  ol  Hiulgcl 

II.  Cochaimian.  RcpivsLMilali\L-  Haii\   l'a\nc 

To  explain  Ihc  hi.sioi)  hcliiikl  liic  original  bill.  MB  2b5b.  and  lo  explain  (he 
Comtnillees  charge. 

11! .    Di .  Neai  ronoley.  Olllce  ol  Marine  Allairs.  Deparlnietil  ol  Atlminislralion 

To  give  an  o\er\ieu   ol   llie  operalions  ol  llie  NC  Aquariums,  of  Ihe  hudget 
history,  anil  ol  Ihe  \isiU)i  anil  ilemographic  liends. 

IV.  BREAK  AND   lOUR  OH  AQUARIUM  IACILHIE.S 

V.  Ms.  Jane  Pallerson.  Chairperson  ol  (he  North  Carolina  Aqiiarinm  Society 

To  explain   the   position   ol    Ihe    Norlii   Carolina   Aquarium   Society  on   the 
charging  ol  entrance  lees. 

VI.  Dr.  Michael  Orhacli.  Chaiiperson  oT  llie  Marine  Science  Council 

To  explain  the  position  ol   Ihe   Marine  Science  Council  on  the  charging  of 
entrance  lees. 

VII.  LUNCH 

VIII.  Comments  lorni  the  Puhlic 

A.  Prank  link.  MaNor  ol  Kure  Beach 

B.  Pat  lilriil.  Mayoi  Pro   lein  ol  (aiolina  Beach 

C.  Plan  Young,  diairperson  ol  the  Greater  Wilmington  Chamher  of  Commerce 

D.  Larry     Willoughby.     Chaiiperson     of    Ihe     Pleasure     Island     Chamber    of 
Commerce 

E.  Rick  Willetls.  member  of  Ihe  North  Carolina  Aquarium  Society 

F.  Others 

IX.  Conclusion 

A.  Instructions  to  Stall 

B.  October  Meeting  Dale:    October  IS.   I'),SX 

C.  Adjournment 
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AI'IM'NDIX  I) 

AOIIARIUM  KKKS  SI  111)^   C  OMMISSION  ACJKNDA 

Orlolvi    IX.   10X8 

Noilh  Ciiioliiui  Acnuiiiimi  al  Roanoke  Island 

X:.K)  a.m. 


I.  Commillcc  Business 

A.  Convening  ol  ronunitlcL' 

B.  Approval  ol  Minnies 

II.  Secretary  James  S.  l.ollcn.  DcpailmenI  ol  Atlminislralion 

Diseu.ss  (lie  needs  ol  die  aquariums 

III.  Commenls  Irom  die  PuMie 

A.  Bobhy  Owens.  C'liairman  ol  die  Dare  County  Ctmimissionors 

B.  Charles  Hvans.   loinier  legislator  and  ntenibei   ol  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  NC  At|uaiiuin  Soeiety 

C.  Dr.   Parker  C"hess(Mi.  Chairman  ol  the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  for  the 
Roanoke  Islanil  Aquarium 

D.  Patrieia  Fearing,  on  hehalfof  the  Roanoke  island  Business  Association 

E.  Gene  0"Blennes.  Manager  of  the  Dare  County  Tcuirist  Bureau 

F.  John  Bone.  Hxeeulive  Director  ol  die  Outer  Banks  Chamber  of  Commerce 

G.  Ms.     Wende     Allen.     Science     Hdiicalion     Coordinator    for    the     Northeast 
Regional  Kducalion  Center 

Prepared  a  vvrilten  slalemenl  to  he  reviewed  in  her  absence 

IV.  BREAK  AND  TOUR  OF  THH  AQUARIUM 

V.  Committee  [)i.scu.ssion  and  Recommendations  lor  Legislation 

A.        Present  chart  of  various  state  attractions.  Cindy  A\retle.  Committee  Staff 

VI.  Conclusion 

A.  Instructions  to  Slalf  for  IINAI.  RFPORT 

B.  Adjournmenl 
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APPENDIX  E 

GENKRAI.  ASSKMBL\  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 

SESSION  1989 


80  lb  101 
IHIS  IS  A  DRAFI  October  6,  1988 


Shorl  Tillc:    N.C.  Aquarium  Funds.  (Public) 


Sponsors: 


Rorerrecl  (o: 


1  A  BILL  !0  BL  ENTHLED 

2  AN  ACT  TO  APPROPRIATE  FUNDS  FOR  1  HE  NORTH  CAROLINA  AQUARIUMS. 

3  Whereas,   (he  three   Norlh  Carolina  aquariums  have  experienced  a  sixteen 

4  percent  (16%)  increase  in  visitation  per  year;  and 

5  Whereas,     the    aquariums    contribute    much    to    the    State's    educational 

6  curriculum   by   providing  over    l.hOO   public   programs   in   which   over  50,000  school 

7  students  have  participated;  and 

8  Whereas,    the    aquariums    have    experienced    a    thirty-five    percent    (.35%) 

9  increase  in  school  group  attendance  per  year;  and 

10  Whereas,    the    aquariums   oiler   much    to   the    public   by    providing   many 

11  programs  geared  toward  family  participation,  such  as  wild  food  weekends,  nature  hikes 

12  through  salt  marshes,  and  crabbing,  sea  turtles,  and  trolling  programs;  and 

13  Whereas,    the   aquariums    have   experienced   a   thirty-eight    percent    (38%) 

14  increase  in  public  program  participation:  and 

15  Whereas,    the    aquariunis    strive    to    increase   en\ironmental    awareness   by 

16  i>ffeiing  programs  to  the  public  on  lojiics  such  as  beach  erosion  and  ocean  pollution; 

17  and 

18  Whereas,     the    aquariums    are    understaffed    to    handle    the    increase    in 

19  community  and  educational  participation  with  the  current  ratio  of  one  staff  member  to 

20  50.000  visitors;  and 
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GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA  SESSION  1989 


Whereas.  Ihe  aquariums  have  faiilly  healing  and  cooling  systems  thai  need 
repairing  or  replacing;  and 

Whereas,  pipes,  light  fixtures,  and  \entilation  systems  in  the  aquariums  are 
rusted  from  the  salt  air  and  need  repairing;  and 

Whereas,  the  aquarium  at  Roanoke  Island  is  threatened  by  shoreline  erosion 
caused  by  Ihe  failure  to  repair  the  old  bulkheads  con.slrucled  al  the  aquarium  in  the 
I940"s;  and 

Whereas,   the  old   siding  at   all   three  aquariums  is  falling  away   from   the 
buildings  and  rotting  around  Ihe  window  sills;  Now.  therefore. 
The  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  enacts: 

Section  I.  There  is  appropriated  from  Ihe  General  Fund  to  the  Department 
of  Administration.  Ihe  Marine  Affairs  Division,  the  sum  of  two  million  three  hundred 
thirteen  thousand  \'t\v  hundred  seven  dollars  ($2.31.1.507)  for  Ihe  1989-90  fiscal  year 
and  the  sum  t)f  two  millit)n  two  hundred  fifty-five  thousand  eight  hundred  seventy-eight 
ilollars  ($2.2.S.S.X7H)  for  Ihe  IQ9()  91  fiscal  year  for  the  operating  expen.ses  of  Ihe  three 
North  Carolina  aquariums.  these  amounts  shall  become  part  of  the  continuation 
budget  of  Ihe  DeparlmenI  of  Administration. 

Sec.  2.  There  is  appropriated  from  the  General  Fund  lo 

the  DeparlmenI  of  Administration.  Ihe  Marine  Affairs  Division,  the  sum  of  six  hundred 
sixty  three  thousand  eight  lumdred  dollars  ($663,800)  for  the  1989-90  fiscal  year  lo  be 
used  for  capital  projects  at  Ihe  three  North  Carolina  aquariums  such  as  constructing  and 
paving  the  parking  lots,  replacing  the  old  siding  on  Ihe  buildings,  repairing  Ihe 
bulkheads  at  Ihe  Roanoke  Island  Aquarium,  and  building  energy  enclosures  at  the 
aquariums. 

Sec.  3.  There  is  appropriated  from  Ihe  General  Fund  to 

Ihe  DeparlmenI  of  Administration,  the  Marine  Affairs  Division,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
filly  thousand  dollars  ($2.50.000)  for  Ihe  19X<^)  90  fiscal  year  and  Ihe  sum  of  two 
hundred  fifiy  thousand  dollars  ($2.50.000)  for  Ihe  1990-91  fi.scal  year  lo  be  used  for 
architectural  site  designs  and  exhibit  pknis  lor  die  lliive  North  Carolina  aquariums. 

Sec.  4.    This  act  shall  become  elfedive  Julv  I.  1989. 


SKCTION  BY  SIX  I  ION  ANALYSIS  OK  RKt  OMMENDKD  LEGISLATION 

This  bill  uppiopiiatcs  %}.127.}07  lor  (he  llscal  year  1989-90  and  $2,505,878  for 
the  fiscal  year  1990-91  Irorn  (he  General  Fund  to  ihe  Department  of  Adniinislration. 
Marine  AlTairs  Division. 

Section  I  appropriates  $2,113,507  lor  (he  llscal  year  1989-90  and  $2,255,878  for 
the  llscal  year  1990-91  from  Ihe  General  Fund  to  (he  Depar(men(  of  Adminis(ration, 
Marine  Affairs  Division,  lor  (he  opera(ing  expenses  of  the  three  North  Carolina 
aquariums. 

Section  2  appropriates  $t>b.VH00  for  the  1989-90  fiscal  year  from  (he  General 
Fund  to  (he  Depar(men(  of  Administration.  Marine  Affairs  Division,  for  capital  projects 
at  the  three  North  Carolina  aquariums. 

Section  }  appropriates  $250,000  for  the  1989-90  llscal  year  and  $250,000  for  (he 
1990-91  fi.scal  year  from  (he  General  Fund  to  Ihe  Department  of  Administration. 
Marine  Affairs  Division,  for  architectural  site  designs  and  exhibit  plans  for  the  three 
North  Carolina  aquariums. 

Section  4  makes  Ihe  act  effective  on  July  I.  1989. 
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